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r'^ olripeisdly filed vn&i Clmas 1-17. A restriction requireiJaeiSE 
^i&i^l^ieeir'Cnteij^ 1-7, dlia«)» to the subcoinl>inati(m of a holder^ Claims S-14, 
^^^^^liiilk^i^Miil^^B^ 15-17, dxavm to'a method of iast^/Ji^^l^^&kst^:- 

■ ^|t^feSii^^i^|«ii^ to prosecute the mvei«io^'6f tlaik 1-7,; ■ 

Ws^^ fi*>«» consideration. Chlms^ 1-5;^ 7 ^tasaS, ^ 

^^^^iil;rii&2#feaiitici by U.S.. Patent No. Sj645;iM:i^^&mk-, 




et^: pi»063(!!ifi^^^ 3 and 7 ^so stad rej^ected under 102(b) a^ciftated hr. 

U-Sil #8tM ?^^^^ Claim 1. has been aBiead«i«nd 

, ieiaiiicyig aGly^ 1 and 3-7 at issue. 

; and tequest reconsideraden iit 1 
;aiMni!&i^^fiai»iefis$itD <il^-l fbc^ in lig^ of the arguments presented below. 




^^iiiipi^tti^^^ 1 is directed'to: 



(3! 3e9dible bag ecanprismg: 
asadieyibndfefeiM 

i^fiiijinft the side^ 

recess are disposed a#iic«^l^ '^#e^i^^ 
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ing a bag-retaining notch Aereiii aiid Gdsmd by 

a release position and a lodd^tg position,, 
^at^^iy witbin the recess, and below tibe surfacb, ^yviiew m thii. 



the t^ti^-^ftaii^ more suitable term which more cWly r^eets 

thtst^^^ ThisissuK>ortediiithespedfeatt^ 





a fiam^. » . 

^ the limitation of the sidewali *niavii$ aii ixpptr 

The ^^l|q)er rim'' feature is iHipp^ 
""^ace"' Hiiiitation is desert m'ii(t teda^'p^^ 



' is well-stq)ported by the many drawings 




; tite limitation was mer 

ing a b^g-retaining notbfa^s^-^ 
^locking inembcr'*- The bag-retaining notch was al^ 
Sidi was '^within the recess, and below tte SafMi^i wbeii : 
5 IbBows ftoni Ihe prevtom language^ 
antt is clearly illustrated in the several dra«^ 
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; Claim 1^ has been amraded to clarify certain structural features of flie . 

a^eSi^ these features over those of the cited ait. Nc> new 

, . Powfs i^cifest <teS<i^ as a tiash container 2 with bag clasps 20 attached to the outer 

isi&ii^ 19 <3fiPt!ie coeiainer. When a flexible tra^ bag is iJbsitibnwi \ 
wiiJife t^^;:^^^ rim of the container and grasped within tbe jaws of 

theic;liiSi>s 2iQ^:^^l^ However, as the Examiner notes: 



^ . jd^^ jiartisc^ firat.e^^ 24 axKl second elemeirt 26, tbe secoztd element 

\ a recess adjacent to the ftilcra 40 as shown in Fig. 2 

"•■r-fai^iiCi^^ ^ ioCffefeg menaber carried by the locidng' jK>t6im-'for • 

"li^ni^^^^ disposed oi^ of the recess and a loddiig'pb^ti^-' v 

' " 'di&poS^ ttieiwber includes parts like the fulcra 38 positioned ili 

i^fe tfece^s?'^^ 40 of the locking poition and parts like the haiidfe 31 

[ out of the recess, the locking member having a bag retaining 



m 



. fitdteb at li»:;iaw^ between anv two teethV [Emphasis added] 

V 'f \ lO^^fe ^^^ by the Examiner, Powers does not disclose ttiat tlk? feag^ 

ia^iiaji^ ^ within the recess, and below ^ surface, Wb€^ 

ti^e IdieilgE^ 1^ by tisdepeisdent Claim 1 . Accordingly, independent Claim 1 

- !5-i^^ used to support a plastic b% b^ leta^ktg the bag 

; :s . ailotJfciiig^p^^ (thse downwardly facing recess in plastic connector 

(^y '2Q,A^^ member with a bag receiving notch (the upwatrdly facing notch 
.: Micl^ai^ (44, 44A)). -Htiaate Uib (lockmg bar (45» 45 A)) is accessible, 




efypli<^on require ''a sidewail 
1^ but no sidewail defining a bag-receiving srea 
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"neither of ^di is : 

tfte^al'frame extend on only two of four possible ;si<tes, 
ffer^fi^e i|iey h^^ Tiioa [Not€t: reprcftess of the definition used for Ae word 'Vim" it is 
univ^^|fej<^;^ce^^ Utiat a rim is <^tHiuous, though not necessarily limited to a circle]. As 
Glkk^l^;ite;si^^ that Clark could disclose a surface ptfojectioii fiom sfe*li . 

sifeiM; iMflBS^^i locking portion and tibe lecess are dSspos^ 

Bi5^&mit thfe iq>i«r rim on the ifemfece. . . of which are also not disclosed by Cl^k. 
• • Acc Claim 1 distinguishes over Clark. 

i£i;H^W;0i^ madfe to Claim 1 and the arguments set forfti herein, it iscleaar 

,thai[ .f ^ elements of the present inventioii as i^t forth in ■ 

: fcdep^dd^ CiS rqection of Claim 1 a$ anticipated by either cited refetencei 

I ^ ' thiat these references, whether consi^ttd ahw^ or in 

. c€/jiSL?^i^on^ d!S^^^ obviov©; AjJplicants 

oontend'llat Gl^iti I js ipateatabiy d^tinct over these and all other cited references. 
. ji^^dBft^^ merely adding additional limitations to, Cliaim 1, fl^e . 
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Tbe pie^M^^ OTigkiaily filed with Claims M 7, Applicants have elected to 

: WeWfiiSri Gj G^^^ ^Ihout toverse. That election is confirmed in fliis paper; 
Ac^^Sfii^ 'vrift&avwi fioii coiisidefation, while Claims 1 -7 ciiir^^itly' 

riS^SG: iOiiCb) » axitieipated by Powers and Claric Claiin 1 has been amended 
leaving only Claims 1 and 3-7 at issue. Applicants contend the 
I over the cited references and respectfully leqtiest 

tift^ %)^^^ vnfh respect to flie claims or specification whidh cW 

Ix^ffiMici^'s to&ndinent, &e Examiner is requested to phone the undersigned 
ie illie iri!OseGution of the present appl^^ 
Respectfully submitted^ 





sftW. Diehl 
PTOReg.No. 35,118 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Attorneys for Assignee 
131 South Dearborn Street 
Suite 2400 

Chicago, Illinois 60603-5577 
312-460-5000 
312-460-7000 (fax) 
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